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Cyclists Lives Matter
A couple of tragic cycling events 
recently happened that I was 
acutely aware of. 
     While at the Horsey Hundred 
in late May, a drunk driver veered 
over the center line and struck a 
cyclist head on at mile 98 of the 
century. The cyclist was smashed 
against the windshield of the 
truck that hit him, flipped over 
the cab and landed in the truck 
bed. Incredibly, the motorist 
kept going until he was stopped 
by police three miles later. Mark 
Hinkel, a Lexington attorney, 
father and grandfather was 
pronounced dead at the hospital.  
     Nearer to home, a driver 
reaching for a cellphone veered 
into cyclist Tim Kraska on 
Harrison Bridge between Lafayette 
and West Lafayette. Tim suffered 
a broken vertebra as well as other 
injuries, but fortunately survived 
the crash.  
     In both instances the cyclist 
was struck by someone with 
a suspended license. Local 
authorities’ treatment of the 
situation here in Indiana seems 
to reflect national attitudes; the 

continued on page 2

Paceline

We Will Need YOU!!
It takes an enormous effort to sponsor a cycling event like the 
Wabash River Ride, and for that reason, all WRCC members are 
asked to contribute to making the WRR both memorable and, 
above all, safe, for all participants.

Where we will need volunteers:
•	 Mobile SAG drivers (AM and PM shift)
•	 Paint crew (via automobile)
•	 Cicott & Carbondale SAG stops•	 Registration
•	 After-ride barbeque
•	 Homebase teardown
•	 Wild card: Willing to do what needs to be done!
If you have detailed questions about various jobs, contact 
Tom Moffett (tmoffett@purdue.edu).
Start thinking about what you would like to do to help.  Soon 
we will be asking you to sign up for a job and the fun time of 
working at the Wabash River Ride.  Thanks.
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Club Officers • 2015
President
Howard Grabois 497-0144
Vice President
Chris Yeomans 427-7290
Secretary
Janell Blunt 574-229-8926
Treasurer
Dennis Figueroa 237-7490

Board Members
Pat Boling 497-0144
Andrew Hirsch 463-1132
Melissa McCurley 418-4204
Carol Moffett 463-6497
Tom Moffett 463-6497
Bob Mrzlack 574-583-4699

Chair Officers
Membership
Dan Gadbery 497-1135
Wabash River Ride Coordinator
Andrew Hirsch 463-1132
Advocacy
Pat Boling 497-0144
Mileage Log
Kay Thompson
wrccridelog@gmail.com
Newsletter Editor
Carol Moffett 463-6497
Social Media
Melissa McCurley 418-4204
Webmaster
Dave LeFevre 
dlefevre@gmail.com
Calendar
Howard Grabois    497-0144

Ride Coordinators
Chair & Calendar 
A (19+ mph)
Chris Yeomans 427-7290 
B (17-19 mph)
Kevin Johnston         583-0739
C (15–17 mph)
Pat Boling 497-0144
D (13–15 mph)
Tom Moffett 463-6497
E (11–13 mph)
Gary Brouillard 742-7994
Novice (less than 11 mph)
Mark Levinthal 497-7155
MTB & Gravel Road
Roy Sparks 490-3846
Touring & Camping
Kevin Luse 870-7808 

driver was charged with driving with a suspended license 
and of violating the newly instituted three foot law. 
Thus far no further charges have been brought, and the 
motorist will likely get out of this with minor monetary 
punishment. The cyclist may very well suffer from the 
accident for the rest of his life. In Georgetown, Kentucky 
however, the authorities charged the driver with murder.  
     For those of you who have followed the local 
incident on Facebook and other social media, you are 
undoubtedly aware that the local cycling community and 
others who are sympathetic to cyclists are up in arms 
about the collision on Harrison Bridge. However, if you 
follow the comments by the broader community you will 
also be aware of frequent and unabashed anti-cycling 
comments: cyclists don’t pay gas taxes so have no right 
to the road; cyclists are asking for it by interfering with 
automobile traffic; too many cyclists don’t follow the 
rules of the road.  
     Unfortunately, this sort of commentary reflects not 
only the attitudes of biased and uneducated citizens 
at the margins of civil discourse, but also influences 
(and is influenced by) the beliefs and actions of local 
authorities throughout the country. After the accident 
on Harrison Bridge, a police representative said that 
the driver “was just unable to brake in time to avoid 
the collision,” glossing over the fact that the driver’s 
irresponsible behavior of reaching for a fallen cell 
phone instead of paying attention to the road directly 
caused the collision and injury. Local authorities, even 
those seemingly sympathetic to cyclists, commented 
that riders should choose different routes or walk their 
bikes, rather than recognizing that cyclists have a right 
to use the roads without risk to life or limb. I recently 
saw an account of the rider of a recumbent trike that 
was struck and seriously injured by a motorist. Despite 
the fact that the rider had two eight-foot flags to 
indicate his presence, local authorities didn’t press any 
charges and made comments about the “contraption” 
that was struck, indicating that it is unfair to motorists 
to have to deal with such obstacles. Sadly, this sort of 
commentary, and the subsequent actions by police and 
judicial authorities reinforce the idea that when cyclists 
are killed or injured it’s their own damn fault; it’s not the 
responsibility of motorists to drive in a way that affords 
safety for everyone.  Authorities are much more invested 
in protecting the convenience of motorists than the well-
being of cyclists.  
     Yes, local politicians do sometimes make gestures to 
indicate their support of cyclists, but all too often these 
gestures are in the form of a few dollars’ worth of paint, 
or the report from a citizens committee that gets filed 
away, waiting to make it up the priority list to possibly 

Paceline • Cyclists Lives Matter
continued from page 1
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✺ Howard

get funding. Such gestures appease 
perturbed constituents without actually 
having to commit resources to the 
problem.  
     When these tragic accidents happen 
it is also a time for cycling advocates 
and groups to remind riders about safety 
measures, and that they too must obey 
the rules of the road. That’s all well and 
good, but it deflects attention from the 
very real issue of a lack of commitment 
to infrastructure and safety on the part 
of politicians and authorities. We rarely 
hear about sloppy driving habits that 
need to be addressed when cars collide, 
yet whenever a cyclist gets hit we hear 
a torrent of anecdotes about careless 
riders.  
     All too often we are told that bike 
lanes can’t be put on specific roads or 
bridges because that space is needed for 
car lanes or parking, and that is typically 
the end of the conversation. Why do we 
never hear of lanes or parking being 
sacrificed by motorists because of the 
imperative to provide safe passage for 
cyclists? Why is it that when there are 
competing needs for road use that the 
real or perceived needs of motorists 
always trump those of cyclists? Why is it 
that police, when investigating accidents 
involving cyclists, are loathe to place 
responsibility on the motorist? Why is the 
cycling community always expected to 
be apologetic when there are accidents, 
and launch into discussions of safety, as 
if reckless cyclists must be root of the 
problem? 
     For real change to happen, more will 
be required than a few extra gallons 
of paint. What’s needed is a change 
in the conversation, so that cyclists 
are not treated as an afterthought, to 
be appeased with cheap and easy (if 
not particularly effective) fixes. What’s 
needed is a real commitment to cycling 
infrastructure, even if it requires real 
funding. The amount of money that 
cities, counties and states pay for the 
construction and maintenance of roads 
and bridges is huge. A tiny proportion 
of that for cycling infrastructure would 

go a long way towards providing safe 
and secure routes. This in turn would 
encourage more people to bike to work 
or school, promoting healthy lifestyles 
and burning less fossil fuel. We shouldn’t 
be timid about this. To appropriate a 
phrase from an even more pressing 
social issue: cyclists lives matter.

Adventure Cycling Association

Affiations

Remember your
10% Club Discount at

Hodson’s Bay Company 
on the Levee

Your local source for 
everything cycling & fitness



4 ❂  Wabash River Cycle Club Newsletter • June 2015

Horsey Hundred

Horse Farms, colts, stone walls, 
rolling hills, the state capitol, the 
governor’s mansion, and distilleries 
are all part of the scenery of the 
Horsey Hundred.
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continued on page 6

John Mason and Kathy 
Miller Bradshaw on their 
recumbents.

(Pictured below) Governer’s 
Mansion and State Capitol in 
Frankfort.
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Horsey Hundred
continued from page 5

Off to an early start on a 
cool beautiful morning.

Carol, Tom, and Howard are 
“New Horsey Jersey Triplets” 
for the Sunday morning ride.

(Pictured below) Skip Eads 
and his sons Ross, Tucker, and 
Mitchell.
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After Ride Meal - delicious!

After Ride Hydration - also delicious!

Pa
t B

ol
in

g

Pa
t B

ol
in

g

C
ar

ol
 M

of
fe

tt

C
ar

ol
 M

of
fe

tt



8 ❂  Wabash River Cycle Club Newsletter • June 2015

Dirty Kanza 200

Mindy Paulet, Pat Boling, Dan Gadbery, and James Gross

Photo by Coverage Photography
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The “Dirty Kanza” is intended to be a fun, but 
extremely challenging ultra-distance bicycling 
marathon event. It could be called the “Ultimate 
Gravel Grinder.” The “Dirty Kanza” will use open 
public-access roads. All participants are totally 
on their own, and responsible for themselves. 
No rider services are provided during the event. 
Participants must make their own informed 
decisions, and suffer the consequences. 
     This is not an undertaking for the 
inexperienced bicyclist. Participants will be 
totally on their own for 200 miles. If you have 
never completed a solo 24-hour bicycling event, 
you might want to think twice about participating 
in the “Dirty Kanza”. With the time frame given 
to complete the event, participants will likely 
not have the option of sleep, nor much rest. 
Keep in mind that if you break down, it is your 
responsibility to contact your support crew to 
come get you. So if you sign up for this event, 
make sure you have an emergency back-up plan. 
     The event will start and finish in the city 
of Emporia, Kansas, and cover 200 miles of 
blacktop, gravel, and dirt roads through the scenic 
Flint Hills.

continued on page 10

from Kansas Cyclist
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Dirty Kanza 200
continued from page 9

Dan, Pat, and Mindy rode the 100 mile course, and James rode the 200 mile course.  Dan has done 
the 200 mile course in past years along with James.  This was a first experience for Pat and Mindy.
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I thought someone mentioned snakes?  Do you have to make a choice between mud and snakes?

Photo by Linda Guerrette
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New Rider Callout

Thanks to Dennis for all of his organization.

Howard talks to a reporter from the Journal & Courier. Dr. Andrew and his assistant, Janell, 
were our event moble SAG.

Dean says, of course you wear your 
bibs on the outside of your shirt.
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Signing up for ride catagory and lunch!

continued on page 14
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New Rider Callout
continued from page 13



Wabash River Cycle Club Newsletter • June 2015  ❂ 15

Subway sandwiches and chips are enjoyed.

welcome our 
new members
Elizabeth Carpenter

Robert Church
Sarah Church
Josh Church

Chloe de Perre
Andy Dooley
Amy Dooley
Tim Fisher

Grace Fisher
Amy Fisher

Thomas Fisher
Mark Fisher
Laura Furey 
Josh Gillam

What: Yoga for Athletes

When: Saturdays at 10:30am

Where: M Power Yoga in West Lafayette 
(next to Pay Less and Sun Tan City)

This is a great option for WRCC members 
if the weather is cruddy and/or they need 
a rest day off the bike. This class focuses 
on stretching in key areas such as the 
hips, hamstrings, glutes, quads, and 
shoulders. Yoga is a great way to cross-
train and helps improve performance and 
reduce injuries. This class caters to all 
levels of experience.

Melissa McCandless



Name  Date

Address

City State Zip

Telephone (               ) Occupation

E-mail

Other family members joining*

*Minors (under 18 years) must be accompanied by a parent/guardian on all activities.

WRCC Membership Form

Type of Membership
❏ Student .................... $15
❏ Individual ................$20
❏ Family ......................  $25

Average Speed
❏ 19–21+ ..........................A
❏ 17–19 ............................. B
❏ 15–17 ............................ C
❏ 13–15 ............................ D
❏ 11–13 ..............................E
❏ 11 & under .......Novice

Cycling Type
❏ Road
❏ Touring
❏ Commuting
❏ Mountain
❏ Racing

❏ Renewal
❏ Same address
❏ New Member

T-Shirt Size
❏ Small
❏ Medium
❏ Large
❏ XLarge
❏ XXLarge

1. Return form & dues to:
Wabash River Cycle Club
P.O. Box 1243
Lafayette, IN 47902-1243

2. You may also pay your 
dues conveniently and  
securely with PayPal at 
the WRCC Web site:  
www.wrcc-in.org

❏ I am willing to lead rides.
Are you a member of Bicycle Indiana? Yes ❏  No ❏
May we publish your name in our directory? Yes ❏  No ❏

Check all
that apply.

✂

Bike The Drive

Bike The Drive was a Chicago Ride with 20K participants with great SAG stops 
and plenty of security.  The 5:30 am start time required a 3:00 am wake up time.  
Thumbs up to Renee from Dennis for getting up so early.

http://www.wrcc-in.org

